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“Nothing extenuate nor set down aught in malice.”’ 
A en en 


Nu. 642 Saturduy, Dec. 13, 1823 Price 1d 


Covent Barden Theatre, at 


Tuer new Tragedy of The Vespers of Palermo, by Mrs. Hemans, 
was produced last night. ‘The following is the Plot : 


Procida, after seyeral years of wandering and exile, during which 
he had laboured indefatigably to rouse the different Kings of Europe. 
and even the Grand Seignor and the Pope—against Charles of An- 
jou, who had murdered the Sovereign, usurped the Crown, and op- 
pressed the people of Sicily, returns at length, in a humble disguise 
to liberate his country by his single influence~and prowess. A con 
spiracy is formed of which he is head, and in which his son becomes 
asharer, Sjcily is governed at this time,.not by Charles in person, 
but by his minister Eridert. ‘The resolution taken by the conspira- 
tors is to kill Eribert, with the minions of his tyranny; and the 
signal for the deed is to be the tolling of the vesper bell. But to 
bring the prey within the toils, and to give more eclat_ to the blow 
about to be struck, Procida adopts the following contrivance: Vit- 
toria, the betrothed bride of the murdered Conradine, King of Sicily, 
is loved by the tyrant Minister. Sbehates and spurns him in return 
most cordially. Procida suggests to her that she should consent to 
marry him, and even fix the day. She is shocked at the suggestion. 
He explains his meaning—that the marriage should be but a pretence, 
and instead of a bride, the bridegroom should meet his death. The 
lady listens—is still somewhat squeamish—but is brought rather easily 
to consent. The victim is now secured, and the oppressor, with all his 
satellites and all his race, are to be sacrificed in the midst of the bridal 
feast, upon the tolling of the vesper bell. In the midst of song, and 
dance, and revelry, the bell tolls—the conspirators draw their swords, 
which they wore concealed, and suddenly change the festive hall into 
a scene of carnage, of horrible butchery, strewed with dead an 
dying. Here the strict business of the play concluded. But two acts 
mere must be eked out it order to complete the legitimate number, 
For this purpose the interest is now drawn to the son of Procid?.— 
He loves Constance, the sister of the viceroy, and, as might he ex- 
pected, saves her from the horrible butchery of the vesper bell.” This 
very excusable act, however, invelves him in a charge of treason to 
his accomplices atid his father, and by thé latter he ix formerly ad- 
judged to die. Here again the play should have natural!y—indeed 
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mperatively concluded. But then there would be no fifth act,—to 
supply which the son is reprieved for a moment, and covfintd too 
prison, in which he enjoys sleep as soundly as if it wore the calmest 
moment of his lie. Not so the father, who enters the dungeon— 
wakes the sen+-preposes to him: the means of escape,—which the 
son rejects, and they part. This fifth act is net yet completed, and 
for this purpose a partisan of the fallen Min‘ster is put in requisition 
to attack the newly-acquired authority of Preeida. The two parties 
fly to arms—the battle begins—Procida isin peril—the son is re» 
Jeased, and his prison couch oceupied by the wounded Vittoria, who 
dies in horror—the son saves the father—ie wounded, and dies in the 
arins of his father, after baving vindicated his innocence. 

‘The reception of this Piece was marked by the most impartial at- 
tention, and occasional applause ; but at the close, it certainly was 
very stroigly opposed, although a great portion of the audience sanc- 
tioned its repetition. There was, however, we are convinced, one 
general feeling, that poctic and even dramatic powers of a high order 
were disclosed in this first attempt of the fair authoress. If this 
Tragedy is to be repeated, we should presume it will be considerably 
curtailed in some of the speeches. ‘The Piece was finely acted, par- 
ticularly by Mr. Youne and Mr. C. Kawnce, as the father and son.--- 
The house was crowded. 





Drurp Dane Cheatre. 

Mr. Kran acted Othello last night, to a numerous and delighted 
audience. Mr. Watvack appeared as Jago: his performance was 
marked with a perfeet understanding of the character, and often with 
much felicity of execution. He was very favorably received, 





Barn, Dec. 1}O—The Opera last night attracted a crowded as- 
semblage of rank and fashion. Madame de Begnis left the cloak, 
which she generally wears between the acts, on the table in her dress- 
ing-room, and by some means it came in contact with a lighted candle, 
and was soon completely in flames; the scene-shifters, however, 
quickly extinguished them, and so quietly, as not to alarm the au- 
dience, although the smell was strong in front of the house; but 10 
noise being made on the stage, all passed of well. Last night, as 
Mis. Tudor, a very celebrated lady of this city, and who was pre- 
viously to her marriage, Gn account of her fortune (£30,000 a year) 
and her beanty, the toast of Bath, was on her way to the Italian 
Opera, she was suddenly taken ill, and before she could return to her 
residence expired.—She was 35 years of age. 





OF {7 Is respectfully suggested to our Friends to be careful, in going to the 
Theatre, not to be imposed on by an imitation of this Paper. 





Printed & Pv lined by E. Tuomas, Denmark-Court, Exeter-'Change, Straud. 
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‘S Pagoda of Brahma in Jaggernaut—Marin ri. 


Theatre Ropal. Drury Lane. 


This Evening the | Opera of 


Guy Mannering. 


Col. Mannering, Mr PENLEY, Domitiie Sampson, Mr LISTON, 
Henry Bertram, Mr BRAHAM, who will introduce 
The Echo Duet, Now Hope, now Fear—With Miss Povey, 
The Death of Nelson, The Favorite Melody from Moore, & Bruce’s 
Address to his Army, ots wha hae wi’ Wallace bled. 

Dandie Dinmont, Mr SHERWIN, Gabriel, Mr G. SMITH, 
Dirk Hatteraick, Mr BROWNE, Gilbert Glossin, Mr J. BARNES 
Baillie Mucklethirift, Mr HUGHES, Gabriel, Mr G. SMITH, 
Sergeaat M'Cree, Mr HOWELL, Jack Jabos, Mr TURNOUR, 
Sebastian, Mr W. H. WILLIAMS, Farmer Flaii, Mr READ, 
Farmer Crabtree, Mr GIBBON, = Farmer Harrow, Mr YARNOLD, 
Lucy Bertram, Miss STEPHENS, 

Flora, Mrs ORGER, Mrs M Candlish, Mrs HARLOWE, 
Meg Merrilies,, Mrs BUNN, Julia Maunering, Miss POVEY, 
Gipsey Girls, Miss CUBITT, & Miss FORDE, 














To Conclude with a Grand Drama called The 


Cataract of the Ganges. 
° <. 
Ackbar, (Emperor of Hindustan) Mr POWELL, 

Jam Sahib, (The Rajah of Guzerat) Mr. YOUNGE, 
Mokarra, (Grand Brahmin of the Jahrejah Tribe) Mr WALLACK, 
Iran, (a young Hindu Warrior,) Mr PENLEY, 
Mokagee, (a Hindu Peasant) Mr J. BARNES, 
Ambassador, (from the Emperor of Hindustan) Mr Wi BSTER, 
Mordaunt, (an Officer in the finglish Army,) Mr ARCHER, 
Jack Robinson, (Mordaunt'’s Servant,) Mr HARLEY, 
Combatants by Messrs. BLANCHARD, PAULO, & HOWELL, 
Dessa, (Daughter of the Emperor of Hindustan) Miss PHILLIPS, 
Zamine, (of Guzerat,) Miss L. KELLY, 

Matali, (a female Hindu Peasant of the Jhalla,) Miss GREEN, 
Ubra, (her Daughter) Miss POVEY, 

ACT I. Scene 1. Field of Battle, (by Moonlight) after the Confiict—Stanfield 
2. Hindu Cottage, with distant View of the Country of Guzerat—Stanjield, 
8. Hall of Audience in the Rajah’s Palace—Marinari. 4, Lake, and Moun- 
tainous Scenery, with the Burning of Robinson's Hut, and the distant Beacod 
of the Rajah—Joberts. 5, Hindu ‘Terrace and Gardens—Roherts. 6. Grand 
Hindu Temple, in which willbe introduced a Splendid Bridal Procession. 
ACT 2.—Scene 1. The Shores of Guzerat, in the Gulph of Cambay—Stanfield, 


2. Hindu Terrace and Gardens, (as before)—Roberts. 3. Exterior of the 
4. Sanctuary- of the Idol 


* Brahma—Marinari. 5. Encampment of the Mahrattas—Rob-rés. 6. The 
Pile of Sacrifce on the Ganges—Stanfield and Andrews. 7. and 8, Cons 
flagration of the Wood, discovering the last Scené of ihe Cataract —Stanfield, 


On Monday, King Richard the Third, with Fish out of Water. 
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Theatie Royal, Covent Garden, 


This Evening the Traps of 


THE GAMESTER. 


Mr Beverley, Mr YOUNG, 
Lewson, Mr C. KEMBLE, Stukely, Mr COOPER, 
- Bates, Mr BAKER, Jarvis, Mr CHAPMAN, 
Dawson, Mr CLAREMONT, Waiter, Mr LEY, 
Mrs Beverley, Mrs BARTLEY, 
Charlotte, Miss BEAUMONT, Lucy, Miss BATES. 











Alter which, the Grand Melo“Drama of 


Timoar, the Tartar. 


Timour, Mr FARLEY, 

Agib, Miss H. BODEN, Oglou, Mr, BARTLEY, 
Abdallac, Mr HENRY, Bermeddin, Mr COMER, 
Kerim, Mr T, P. COOKE, Sanballat, Mr DUCROW 
Octar, Mr Parsloe, Orasmin, Mr Ley, 


Zorilda, Mrs VINING, Liska, Miss BEAUMONT, 


Selima, Miss LOVE, 
Who will Sing a new Song, composed by Mr. WARE. 


The Court Yard of Timour’s Fortress. 
The Entree uf the Princess Zorilda to the Castle of Timour, with a 
Grand Display of CAVALRY, 
The Rainparts. with a Bird’s-eye View of the surrounding Country. 
The PLACE of COMBAT, in which 
FHE TOURNAMENT takes place between Kerim and Sanballat. 
Zorilda’s Chamber—Grand Hall in ‘Timonr’s Fortress, 
FOIVER ESS of TIMOUR, surrounded by ROCKS & WATERFALLS 
which is stormed vy the Georgians —Horso and Foot—who over= 
come Timour and his Forees—The Rescue of Zorilda & Agib, and 


The General Con agration of the Citadel. 


~ On On Monday, King dobn, with Cortez. 
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